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Students in the Adult Education Practical Nursing and 
Clinical Medical Assisting Programs participated in 
a two-day Alzheimer’s Association and HealthCare 
Interactive® Training Program in Brentwood. 
Community Education Manager Robert Schuster, 
M.S.Ed., and Community Educator Angie Avila 
provided the training. Upon completion of the 
training program, the students took a test to 
receive a CARES® Dementia Basics™ 4-Hour 
Online Training Program Certificate  
of Completion.
The CARES® Approach is a person-centered 
approach for dementia caregivers. Students 
learned that it’s important to meet the needs of the 
person by Connecting with the person, Assessing 
their Behavior, Responding appropriately, Evaluating 
what works, and Sharing what worked with others.
Kayla Pilch, from Lake Grove, is graduating this year 
and will go on to take the New York State Licensing 
Examination to become a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN). 
She thought the training was extremely beneficial. “The 
training included modules, case scenarios, videos, and 
skills methodology,” she said. The students learned 
how to approach a person, how to communicate with 
someone who is verbal and non-verbal, and what to look 
for when they see repetitive movements, like foot or hand 
tapping. They learned how to offer compassionate care 
and how to empathize with a person who has dementia.
Empathy involves accepting another person, helping 
them feel understood and not alone, and as caregivers 
in the health sciences field, the students learned how 
to respond to a person with dementia whose world is 
confusing, fragmented, and sometimes frightening.

“With an increase in the aging population and the 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s,” said Program Administrator 
Debra Epilone, “it is important for us to include trainings 
like this in our curriculum. Our students now have 
additional skills they can apply as they move forward  
in their career in the field of health sciences.”

HEALTH SCIENCES STUDENTS  
LEARN THE CARES® APPROACH

ESBOCES  
Adult Education  

students in the  
Practical Nursing and  

Clinical Medical Assisting Programs  
who participated in the CARES® Approach Training Program.
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES (ESBOCES) was awarded 
agency-level Middle States Accreditation by the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
in 2000 and again in 2008. The accreditation 
represents our agency’s commitment to strategic 
planning and to provide services that meet 
rigorous external standards. We take pride in this 
accomplishment. The agency plan sets forth clear 
goals and strategies that support our mission 
and vision to transform lives with our continued 
efforts toward providing quality, cost-effective 
instructional programs and shared services to Long 
Island’s diverse community of lifelong learners, both 
children and adults.
In order to assess how the agency measures up 
against the Middle States Standards for Adding 
Educational Value, the ESBOCES Office of Planning 
and Program Improvement conducted surveys 
of the status of the Middle States Standards for 
Accreditation of Service Agencies.
Six separate surveys were developed and issued to 
students, parents, internal staff, school districts, and 
other stakeholders comprising 1,550 respondents, 
based upon the services provided to them or 
their position within ESBOCES. The majority of 
respondents provided positive responses to most of 
the questions.  
The Student Survey was administered to 640 
selected middle/high school students in both 
Special Education and Career Technical Educational 
settings. Between 94 and 96 percent of students 
surveyed rated the agency in each of the standards 
as either in compliance or exceeding the standards 
overall. Students shared their thoughts saying, 
“Our school has the teachers we need to help us 
out in gaining a successful job for our future, and 
providing the students with a good education,” and 
“Teachers try to push you forward to make sure you 
do the best you can.” 
A second Student Survey was administered to 
post-secondary and Adult Education students who 
positively expressed the program’s value in terms of 
professional growth and opportunity.
Although only 72 mostly secondary parent 
stakeholders submitted responses to the Parent 
Survey, the results were aligned with those collected 
through the student surveys. Between 84 and 87 
percent of parents rated the standards as meeting 
or exceeding compliance. When asked about the 
student learning environment and experiences, 
one parent commented, “My child has flourished 

while attending this school! The program absolutely 
provides additional experiences to round out  
her education.” 
Two Staff Surveys were administered within the 
agency. One survey was directed to school staff, 
whereas the other was directed to support staff 
in central offices. Five hundred three school staff 
responded, with nearly 99 percent rating the 
agency as compliant or exceeding compliance in 
all but one standard. Ninety-four percent rated 
the Student Services standard as compliant or 
exceeding compliance. Comments from school staff 
focused mostly on the agency’s ability to deliver 
on its mission and goals saying, “Staff is dedicated 
to preparing students for the career in the field of 
study they have chosen.”
Central Office Staff Survey responses were received 
from 249 stakeholders. No fewer than 94 percent of 
these staff rated the agency as being in compliance 
or exceeding compliance with the standards/
indicators. Comments from central office staff 
focused mostly on the agency’s ability to deliver 
on its mission and goals. Staff shared, “ESBOCES 
shares its mission among component districts, 
within news releases, and in its collaboration with 
Suffolk Superintendents Association as well. The 
mission, vision, and values are present at every 
event and in all communications,” and “BOCES, as 
an agency, has a wonderful reputation of integrity 
and service to the community.”
A final survey was distributed to the clients 
of Eastern Suffolk BOCES represented by the 
administrators of our 51 component school 
districts, as well as other districts around New 
York State, representatives from higher education 
institutions, local industries, social service 
agencies, and religious leaders. Overall, 100 
percent of respondents rated the Philosophy/
Mission, Finances, Program, and Services and 
Assessment and Evidence of Performance standards 
for accreditation in compliance or exceeding 
compliance. Comments were complimentary in 
nature, validating that the programs and services 
provided meet clients’ needs.
In an effort to ensure a continuous strategic 
planning process and reaccreditation into the 
future, ESBOCES will strive to be responsive to the 
issues identified through the surveys. Each will be 
examined with the intent to maintain our focus on 
cost-effective quality services that transform lives.

MIDDLE STATES REACCREDITATION SURVEY RESULTS
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Barbering and Cosmetology students across the 
agency participated in St. Baldrick’s “Brave the Shave” 
raising funds for childhood cancer research. In addition 
to shaving heads, other services were offered for those 
individuals who were hesitant to have their heads 
shaved; these included paraffin wax hand treatments, 
manicures, glitter shamrocks, tattoos, and nail art.  
St. Baldrick items were for sale including Lucky Charm 
medallions, green and white cookies, green bracelets, 
beanies, and St. Baldrick’s T-shirts. Graphic Arts Teacher 

at Islip Career Center, Cora Weule-Sparwasser, shaved 
her head after raising more than $5,000. Students in 
the Cosmetology Program at Hauppauge High School 
raised over $3,000. Hauppauge student Keerthie not 
only cut her hair off for Locks for Love, she had her  
head shaved as well for St. Baldrick’s.
We are pleased to announce that ESBOCES  
and the Academy donated over $12,000 to the 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT  
TO THE ST. BALDRICK’S FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER



Milagros, Brentwood UFSD, works  
the food drive while Dale, East Islip UFSD, 
decorates a mini cupcake for BLC Assistant 
Principal Roberta Kempf.

Robert, Sayville UFSD, 
puts the finishing touches 
on a poster to get the word 

out about the food drive.
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Just look at the pile of nonperishable goods the students 
at BLC collected for their recent food drive, Cans for Cake. 
Students created posters to promote the drive, which 
encouraged participants to donate food items  
in exchange for mini cupcakes. Sweet!

We don’t often promote other newsletters, but take 
a gander at these pages from the Tech Times. This 
monthly newsletter, which is designed and written by 
the students in the Basic Technology/Graphic Design 
class within the BLC Transitional Services Program, 

features fun student interviews and photography. 
Regular items include reporting on school happenings, 
student of the month profiles, jokes, and puzzles.  
Tech Times is a great read for everyone!

CANS FOR CAKE AT BLC

FOR STUDENTS, BY STUDENTS



TraRon, 
William 
Floyd UFSD, 
assembles his 
weather vane.

Sean, Sag 
Harbor UFSD, 
measures equal 

distances for a 
weather vane.

Diane Pearson, middle school Special Education teacher at 
Westhampton Beach Learning Center, can use any number of 
sophisticated instruments to teach weather and climate. Instead, 
she took the lesson to the next level and showed her students how 
to design their own equipment, helping them to gain a greater 
understanding of the content and the engineering behind the 

devices. Handcrafted weather vanes showed wind direction and 
thermometers made from empty water bottles, drinking straws, clay, 

and rubbing alcohol demonstrated thermal expansion and contraction. 
Next – a do-it-yourself anemometer. Pearson plans to construct 

one from plastic cups and a wooden dowel to determine 
a baseline reference point for measuring wind speed. 

Then, her students can take the anemometer 
outside at school and perform their own 

calculations based upon those figures. 

An 
illustration 

from Glenn Ewald’s 
presentation to his students 

on the four forces of flight.
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The students in Glenn Ewald’s prevocational Workshop Class at 
Westhampton Beach Learning Center are constructing 
their own wooden airplanes. Even though 
their aircrafts won’t fly, they’ve all studied 
two of the four forces of flight – lift 
and propulsion – to gain a general 
understanding of how they act 
on airplanes, helicopters, and 
spacecrafts. With assistance, 
students measured and cut wood 
for their airplanes, and sanded, 
drilled, painted, and assembled 
all parts. Each student had to 
produce a finished product 
that was structurally sound and 
painted; in addition, they had 
to identify the components of 
an airplane and understand the 
concepts of lift and propulsion.

BUILD A WOODEN AIRPLANE,  
LEARN ABOUT THE FORCES OF FLIGHT

STUDENTS MAKE INSTRUMENTS 
TO BETTER UNDERSTAND 
WEATHER AND CLIMATE

Glenn Ewald assists David, 
William Floyd UFSD.

Student-made  
      thermometers.
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Students and staff at Masera Learning Center (MLC) are 
feeling peaceful. Something fishy is going on! 
The new addition of a fish tank, donated to the school 
by Special Education Teacher Melissa Kearns’ aunt, 
is the cause of it all. To help promote the cause of 
peacefulness, business and industry partner BTJ’s Jungle 
of West Islip donated fish for the tank.
Tom Niehoff of BTJ’s said, “I’m happy to be a part of 
bringing something to the students that they really love. 
They are infatuated with the fish and they really like 
the way the lights change in the tank from 
blue to red and green.” Mr. Niehoff 
volunteers his time, visiting MLC 
once a month to clean the tank. 
On his recent visit, Niehoff 
brought a parrot fish. The 
students gathered around 
the fish tank to watch as Mr. 
Niehoff acclimated the fish 
to the water.
“The students are also 
learning responsibility and 
discipline,” said Kearns. 
“They feed the fish every 
day and visitations to the tank 
have been incorporated into 
the reward system at Masera.” 
Studies have shown that sitting 

quietly and watching fish swim around in an aquarium 
has a soothing effect on people. Research has shown that 
it lowers blood pressure and heart rates.
The staff and students showed their appreciation to  
Mr. Niehoff for donating his time and the fish by 
presenting him with a Certificate 
of Thanks because he has 
made a difference in 
the lives of everyone 
at MLC.

A SCHOOL OF FISH PROMOTES PEACEFULNESS IN A SCHOOL

Masera Learning Center students were happy campers when the 
Scholastic Book Fair came to their building in West Islip.
A camping theme was chosen because it is a creative way to integrate 
reading, art, and science into fun activities, plus everyone got to dress 
in their favorite flannel shirt and make s’mores around a faux campfire! 
The school library was transformed into the Camp Bookstore, 

classroom doors were decorated to reflect 
a book the class was reading such 

as Charlotte’s Web, Clifford the 
Big Red Dog, or a Pete the 

Cat book. 
Principal Michelle 
Carpenter said, 
“Having an in-school 
book fair brings 
everyone together, 
provides access to 

affordable books, and 
encourages reading.”

HAPPY CAMPERS 
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Last year ESBOCES piloted Coding A, an entry-level 
computer coding class and math elective, in one location. 
The class is now offered at four ESBOCES sites and its 
success has led to the addition of Coding B, a more 
advanced class, which will be piloted at two of those 
sites next year. Presently, students begin the course 
learning two programs, Blockly and Scratch, and then 
progress to another, Python. They also learn to work 
with a series of small, single-board computers known 
as Raspberry Pi, enabling them to tackle projects 
involving system, electrical, and mechanical 
engineering. At Brookhaven Learning 
Center, Math Teacher Dana Hansen 
assigned a project that requires 

her students to program an autonomous, humanoid 
robot known as NAO (they must teach it to dance for 
the upcoming school talent show). Post high school, 
students will have accumulated a background in basic 
programming, electronics, and 
a little robotics, which may 
inspire them to pursue a 
related course of study 
in higher education.

Students at Sayville Academic Center at 
Sherwood Elementary School celebrated  
Dr. Seuss’ Birthday with a new twist to the  
Cat in the Hat’s idea of green eggs and ham.
Speech Teacher Mary Kate Henry and Art 
Teacher Darlene Siracusano at the ESBOCES 

included site collaborated on ideas and came 
up a sweet treat that resembled green eggs 

and could easily be made by the students in 
the classroom.

“We added green food coloring to vanilla 
pudding and shaped it to look like a 
fried egg, then we placed a cookie in 
the center and that looked like the yolk 
of the egg,” said Henry. The students 
pretended to salt and pepper their green 
eggs with rainbow-colored sprinkles.

Students had to read the label of the 
pudding packet, accurately measure the 

ingredients so the pudding would have the 
proper consistency, and take turns stirring 

the ingredients. Then they gathered around 
a table, enjoyed the sweet treat, and practiced 

their socialization skills.

POPULARITY OF CODING CLASSES GROWS RAPIDLY

Left,  
Daniel, Middle Country CSD, examines a Raspberry Pi circuit board; 
right, Emily, Cold Spring Harbor CSD; and Michael, Shoreham-
Wading River CSD, work on a coding assignment.

Math  
Teacher Dana Hansen  

gives verbal instructions 
to NAO, an autonomous, 

humanoid robotics system.

A NEW TWIST 
ON GREEN EGGS



Eighth grade students at Jefferson Academic Center 
constructed a timeline outside their classroom 
illustrating the key events that occurred during World 
War II, otherwise known as “The Big One.”
The students were assigned to research and collect 
data about people and events related to World War 
II for a unit lesson in social studies. “They collected 
newspaper headlines from 1930 to 1945, photos,  
maps, political ads, and created a visual account that 
caused both students and staff in the building to  
stop and learn,” said Special Education Teacher 
Christopher Schwabe.

The students collected so much information that  
the timeline spans the entire hallway outside  
Schwabe’s classroom.
“There are important reasons for students to 
understand and learn about World War II,” shared  
Mr. Schwabe. “The lessons are many but for the  
United States, it fostered changes like putting an end 
to the Great Depression. WWII saw the introduction 
of radar, the cruise missile, and technology that 
effected social and political changes. It is a pivotal 
period of the 20th Century.”
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Jefferson Academic Center recently held its first Mousetrap Racer 
Championship Derby where eighth-grade students in Ramesh 

Nathai’s Technology and Industrial Design Class learned about 
transportation, the laws of motion, and problem solving while 
engaged in an inter-class competition. Students designed 
and built race cars from supplied materials that included a 
standard mousetrap. The trap’s spring mechanism provided 
propulsion for the cars when string was attached to the 
trap’s lever arm and wound around the car axle. As the 
tension was released, the 
wheels began to rotate 

and move the car 
forward. The project 

required students 
to research and test 

solutions to problems 
they encountered when 

constructing their racers. To 
view the championship race, follow 

the link: https://youtu.be/a0jFz6_dOBE

MOUSETRAP RACERS TEACH 
TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY

A completed  
mousetrap racer.

Jesse,  
Patchogue- 
Medford UFSD;  
Mariah, Bayshore UFSD;  
and Scott, Longwood CSD,  
ready their cars at the starting line.

THE BIG ONE
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Matthew, a Rocky Point UFSD student enrolled in the 
Computer Graphic Arts Program at Islip Career Center 
and Bellport Academic Center at Patchogue-Medford 
High School, took first place in the SkillsUSA Area VI Pin 
Design Contest. Area VI comprises all of Long Island. 
SkillsUSA is a national membership organization 
serving middle school, high school, and college/
postsecondary students who are preparing for careers 
in trade, technical, and skilled service occupations. 
Over 100 SkillsUSA students 
from across Long 
Island submitted 
designs. 
Matthew 
researched 
landmarks 

on Long Island and decided to base his design on the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Bald Hill.
In April, every Long Island student competing in the 
SkillsUSA State Competition in Syracuse wore the pin 
designed by Matthew. SkillsUSA students in Area I, II, III, 
IV, and V in New York State also competed in the  
Pin Design Contest. The students in those areas from 
New York City to Buffalo will wear the winning pin 
design created by the student from their respective area 

to the SkillsUSA State Competition in Syracuse.

LONG ISLAND SkillsUSA PIN DESIGN CONTEST

The Computer Graphic Arts students in Cora Weule-
Sparwasser’s class at ICC recently exhibited their 

work at the Catbird Seat on Main Street in Sayville. 
The Catbird Seat is a local art gallery and vintage 
shop. The exhibit was open to the public and 
was attended by the students and their families. 
Home-baked cookies and 
iced tea, courtesy of 

ICC’s Food Prep class,  
were available.

STUDENTS EXHIBIT WORK AT LOCAL 
GALLERY AND VINTAGE SHOP

The winning 
pin design.

Assistant  
Principal  
Dawn Scicolone,  
Computer Graphics  
and Arts Teacher 
Jon-Paul Placella, student  
Matthew, Rocky Point UFSD,  
and Principal Pete Lepore gather to congratulate  
Matthew on his first place win in the SkillsUSA Pin Design Contest.

Kaitlyn,  
Comsewogue  
UFSD; Computer  
Graphic Arts Teacher  
Cora Weule-Sparwasser;  
Prince, Sachem CSD;  
Catbird Seat owner  
Laura Hughes;  
and Anthony,  
Sachem CSD.

Anthony, Sachem CSD; Kaitlyn, Comsewogue 
UFSD; and Byanka, Southampton UFSD,  

pose next to their work.



Founder of Bottles for the Brave, Pamela Burner, and 
retired US Navy and Vietnam Veteran Larry Spencer, 
visited Islip Career Center’s Supermarket and Warehouse 
Program to pick up water bottles collected by the 
students for the Bottles for the Brave organization.
Teacher Ken Abel said, “We have a recycling program in 
the building. Each year we contact Bottles for the Brave 
after we collect hundreds of redeemable 
water bottles. It’s a way for us 

to help clean up the earth and give back to those who 
are keeping us safe, our deployed troops, and our local 
veterans who have fought for our freedom.”
The money from the bottle deposits helps pay for mailing 
packages to troops with items such as toothpaste, 
deodorant, warm socks, shampoo, antibiotic ointment, 
cookies, canned goods, powdered drinks, etc.

BOTTLES FOR THE BRAVE

Founder of  
Bottles for the Brave,  
Pamela Burner, and  
retired US Navy and Vietnam  
Veteran Larry Spencer accept  
redeemable bottles from students  
in the Supermarket Warehouse Program  
at Islip Career Center.

Congratulations  
Howard (pictured),  
Connetquot CSD, William  
and Keyshawn (not pictured). These students attend  
the Introduction to Cooking Class at ICC (morning session)  
and took first place in the recent Chili Contest. The trio 
dubbed themselves the “Knights of Chili” and created a 
championship vegetarian chili.

Hats off  
for Josh (pictured),  

Brentwood UFSD, and  
Reggie (not pictured) who are  

also winners of the Introduction to Cooking Chili  
Contest at ICC. Josh and Reggie attend the school’s 

afternoon session and won over the judges with their chicken 
chili recipe. The boys named their team, Holy Guacamole!

GREAT CHILI  
COOK-OFF
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Chef Rosenthal with his student Brian,  
Brookhaven-Comsewogue UFSD, from the 

Introduction to Cooking and Food Preparation 
Program. Brian created Grab and Go Smoothies, Inc.

Bobbi Jo, 
Patchogue-
Medford UFSD, 
holds Bella Schutz 
as she gets a manicure.
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MOCK TRADE SHOW

LOOKING GOOD!

As part of an advertising unit to let students 
see what a small scale trade show is 
like, students at Islip Career Center 
participated in a Mock Trade Show 
showcasing products from three 
programs in the school: Retail Store 
Services, Introduction to Baking,  
and Introduction to Cooking and 
Food Preparation.
Teacher Virginia Rios said, “The 
students came up with an idea and 
name for a mock company. They had 
to create signs, flyers, and tri-fold posters 
showcasing their products for the trade show.”
This was a great learning experience for the 
Special Career Education students enrolled 
in programs that are giving them the skills 
to be career and college ready. Rios said, 
“This show gave them a real insight on how 
to create, market, network, serve customers, 
and sell their product to build their business.”

When teaching preschoolers  
about hygiene, Early 
Childhood Education 
students at ICC 
topped off the lesson 
by bringing the 
youngsters to visit 
the Cosmetology 
classroom where 
they talked about 
ways to keep 

their hair and nails 
clean. Afterward, the 

preschoolers received 
manicures and had their 

hair styled.

Teacher  
Virginia Rios (far right)  

poses with students from her Retail  
Store Services Program. They created 
 the company Snack Shack. Standing:  

Martin, Brentwood UFSD; Michael,  
West Babylon UFSD; Patrick and  

Adriel, both Three Village CSD.  
Sitting: Shanice, Longwood CSD;  

Billy, Brentwood UFSD; Pierce,  
Center Moriches UFSD; and  

Peter, West Islip UFSD.

Cosmetology  
student Amanda,  
South Country CSD,  
gives a manicure to preschooler Madison Saby  
while she sits on the lap of Early Childhood Education student 
Donna, Connetquot CSD; Kallee Bono also gets a manicure with  
the assistance of Angela, Connetquot CSD.
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Carpentry students at Islip Career Center and Auto 
Body Repair and After Market Accessories students 
at the Academy at Milliken Technical Center (MTC) 
collaborated on a grassroots project to build, spray  
coat, and stencil donation crates for the Boots on the 
Ground organization.
The Carpentry students built the crates with plywood 
and 2 x 4s donated by Kleet Lumber Co., 
Inc. of Huntington. Boots on the 
Ground provided specs 
for the crates and the 
students applied the 
knowledge and 
skills they were 
learning to build 
the crates. “We 
wanted to make 
good use of 
all the donated 

materials so precision, patience, and collaboration was 
key,” said Carpentry Teacher Joe Postiglione.
The Carpentry students worked in teams of two. In all, 
they built 10 donation crates. The 10 crates were then 
transported across the Islip campus to Milliken Technical 
Center where they were sprayed with clear coat by 
students in the Auto Body and After Market Accessories 

Program. Teacher Brian LaBarba said, 
“Spraying clear coat on wooden 

boxes is not something auto 
body students typically 

do but given the 
opportunity to utilize 

the skills they are 
learning for Boots 
on the Ground, 
they immediately 
volunteered to 
do the job.”

BOOTS ON THE GROUND

INTERNSHIP IN  
REAL-WORLD SETTING

Teagan Christy is interning at the Long Island 
Aquarium in Riverhead. She is a student at Bixhorn 
Technical Center’s Animal Science Program through 
Adult Career and Continuing Education Services. 
When members of the community come to visit 
the aquarium, Teagan provides information and 
educates them about the marine life featured in a 
specific exhibit.
The Animal Science Program is preparing Teagan to 

work with a wide variety of animals and provides her 
a classroom environment with hands-on experiences. 

Her teacher Lisa Mongiello said, “Interning at the 
aquarium gives Teagan the opportunity to work closely 

with an accomplished aquarium staffer.”

Teagan is shown presenting at 
the stingray touch tank. She 

shares information about the 
stingray’s natural habitat, 
feeding, and behaviors. 

Teagan explains how 
visitors can interact with 

small stingrays.

For more news and information about  
Eastern Suffolk BOCES,  
please visit our website: www.esboces.org

Follow ESBOCES on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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New York State Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele, Jr. was the guest 
speaker at a recent ESBOCES Community Legislative 
Committee meeting at the Bixhorn Technical Center  
in Bellport. 
Each month, William K. Miller, ESBOCES Board 
Vice President, invites a public leader to speak 
about issues impacting school districts, BOCES, 
and how to advocate for positive change. 
Mr. Thiele is a member of the Assembly Ways 
and Means Committee, Education Committee, 
and Election Law Committee. He is also a 
member of the Assembly Majority Steering 
Committee, NYS Legislative Aviation Caucus, and 
NYS Bipartisan Pro Choice Legislative Caucus. 
 At the conclusion of the meeting, students presented 
Assemblyman Thiele with a Certification of Appreciation for 
taking the time to speak with them about the Executive Budget,  
state aid, and education.

Students and staff at Milliken Technical Center recently 
hosted approximately 41 guidance counselors from 
districts across Long Island to an event where they 
gained first-hand experience of 15 programs 
offered at the school. Small groups of guidance 
counselors were assigned to student ambassadors 
who escorted them to their classrooms where 
industry-specific activities were planned for their 
participation. In Auto Body, counselors donned 
protective clothing and gear, got into the spray 

booth, and used professional equipment to spray 
paint car parts. Counselors joined Audio Production 

students in the sound booths, styled hair in 
Cosmetology, prepared food in Culinary Arts, and had 

their vitals taken by students in Clinical Medical Assisting, 
to name a few.

ASSEMBLYMAN THIELE 
ADVOCATES FOR 
POSITIVE CHANGE

MTC STUDENTS PUT GUIDANCE 
COUNSELORS IN THEIR SHOES

NYS Assemblyman  
Fred W. Thiele, Jr. accepts  

a Certificate of Appreciation from students  
Nadia Trejo, Sachem CSD; Michelle Eremita, Sayville UFSD;  

and Brittany Rochford, Rocky Point UFSD enrolled in the  
Bixhorn Technical Center Animal Science Program.

Inside the audio production sound booth are, from left, Sarah 
Ciofrone, guidance counselor at Brentwood Ross High School; 
Giovanny Andres, Brentwood UFSD; Daymian Marin (seated), 
Sachem CSD; Miguel Mancia, Central Islip UFSD; Antionette Brown, 
guidance counselor at Central Islip High School; and Bridget 
Sokolowski, guidance counselor at East Hampton High School.

From left: Keith Flynn, guidance counselor at Brookhaven Academic Center; 
Willima Spence, Comsewogue UFSD; William Leggio, Comsewogue UFSD; 

and Rick Rivera, guidance counselor at Centereach High School, wear protective 
clothing and gear before they step into the spray booth in the Auto Body classroom.

Jenae Bonlarran, guidance counselor 
at Brookhaven Academic Center and 

Brookhaven Academic Center at 
Patchogue-Medford High School, 

tries her hand at styling hair.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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Two Engineering students placed in the top 10 at the 
recent Brookhaven National Lab Bridge Building Contest. 
Approximately 230 Long Island-based high school 

students participated in this event. The Engineering 
Program is part of the Eastern Long Island Academy 

of Applied Technology, the Career and Technical 
Education Program of Eastern Suffolk BOCES.

To construct their models, students applied 
principles of physics and engineering. 
Chase Buitrago, Longwood CSD, placed 
fifth. Judges determined that Chase’s 
bridge was capable of holding 869 times 
its own weight. Brayan Miguel, Riverhead 
CSD, placed sixth. His bridge was found 

to be able to support 762 times its own 
weight. Both students researched designs, 

completed their models, and employed 
structural analysis software to uncover how loads 

would be distributed throughout their work, helping 
to determine where and how they needed to reinforce their 
bridges. They then used a specially designed machine to 
further test the structural integrity of their ideas.

ENGINEERING STUDENTS PLACE  
IN BRIDGE BUILDING CONTEST

Students in the Auto Body and Customizing Program at the 
Academy at Ward Technical Center in Riverhead were asked to 
refurbish a demilitarized Humvee by the Southampton Police 
Department. This was a great opportunity for the students to 
apply the skills they are learning and work on a vehicle 
that will now be used for rescues and 
storm response. They used 
various hand and air 
tools, sanders, and 
special professional 
refurbishing 
equipment and 
techniques 
because of 
the special 
construction 
material of a 
Hummer. The 
project took 
them five months 
to complete.

DEMILITARIZED HUMVEE GETS  
A SECOND CHANCE TO SERVE

Chase Buitrago, Longwood 
CSD, left, and Brayan Miguel, 

Riverhead CSD, right, working 
on their bridges for the Brookhaven 

National Lab Bridge Building Contest.

BEFORE

AFTER
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DONATIONS FROM HVAC 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
PARTNER MOTIVATES STUDENTS
Skilled trades job growth is increasing and companies are 
finding it hard to find qualified technicians and hardworking 
employees to fill the positions. Steve Signorile, president 
of Central Air Systems Inc., and business and industry 
partner of the Academy at Milliken Technical Center’s 
HVAC Program understands this too well. “Skilled 
tradesmen are retiring and we need technicians 
to fill the gap. Thankfully a culture of change is 
affecting the plumbing, HVAC, electrician, and 
carpentry trades. The perception is that these are 
‘dirty jobs’ but the reality is they are not, and in 
fact, these blue collar jobs are drawing 
white collar salaries.”
Signorile donates used 
furnaces, geo thermal 
AC systems, and other 
equipment that he’s 
taken out of service 
so the students in 
the HVAC Program 
can use them as a 
learning tool. 

Steve Signorile, far left,  
and his son Greg Signorile,  
far right, with students in the  

HVAC Program at the Academy  
at Milliken Technical Center and 

two pieces of HVAC equipment  
that was donated.

Check out these amazing planters the Welding 
students at MTC created for the school’s Culinary 
Arts Program. Students designed the plans for 
the planters, reused old 
materials, and utilized a 
technique known as stick 

welding. Culinary students will 
now use these planters to grow 

their own fruits, vegetables, and 
herbs, farm-to-table style.

WELDING AND CULINARY 
STUDENTS COLLABORATE

HVAC  
Teacher  

Nick DeBlanco  
thanks Greg  

Signorile for the  
equipment 

donations  
to his program.
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For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Follow the 
Academy on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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Follow us! Like us! Share us! Left: students and  
staff from both classes  
hold plates of food they  
prepared. Right: Food Prep  
student Christopher, Sayville  
UFSD, watches as STEM High School  
student Jared Voegele, South Country CSD,  
learns to dice an onion.

What’s a creative way to study the Great Depression?  
Team up with your peers in the Food Prep Class to learn 
how to prepare depression-era dishes. That’s exactly 
what the U.S. History Class at the STEM High School did. 
Depression-era foods were inexpensive yet filling items 
that were readily available and included lentils, beans, 
potatoes, bread, onions, peas, pasta, rice, beets, and 
radishes. The STEM High School is part of the Eastern 
Long Island Academy of Applied 
Technology, a Career and Technical 
Education program 
of ESBOCES. 

The Food Prep Program is an ESBOCES Special Career 
Education course of study for students with special needs.
Combining culinary and history lessons proved to be fun, 
informative, and delicious. Both classes met in the culinary 
kitchen classroom where Food Prep Teacher Lauren 
Battista demonstrated the proper way to hold a knife, 
dice vegetables, sort through dry lentils to remove small 
stones, and prepare and knead dough for homemade 
bread. History and Food Prep students worked in tandem 
to prepare sautéed potatoes and onions with rice and 
fresh bread, and then enjoyed the finished product.

U.S. HISTORY AND FOOD PREP STUDENTS  
STUDY ‘DEPRESSION-ERA’ FOODS
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